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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT (37 C.F.R. S 1.97(b)) 

Mail Stop RCE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 13-1 450 



With regard to the above-identified application, the items of information listed on the 
enclosed Form 1449 are brought to the attention of the Examiner. 

This statement should be considered because it is submitted before the mailing of a first 
Office Action after the filing of a Request for Continued Examination under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 14 or 
a CPA under 37 C.F.R. § 1.53(d). Accordingly, no fee is due for consideration of the items listed 
on the enclosed Form 1449, 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(2), a copy of each document or other information 
listed on the enclosed Form 1449 is provided. 

Exhibit A includes drawings showing a fiber storage trough concept that was disclosed to 
a distributor and a potential customer in June of 2002. Pricing information was quoted to the 
potential customer. For the purpose of examining this patent application, Applicants request the 
Examiner to consider the fiber storage trough system disclosed at Exhibit A as prior art. 

The fiber storage trough concept of Exhibit A includes a trough adapted to be mounted to 
a telecommxmications rack. The trough has open left and right ends and a fi^ont panel that can be 
pivoted open. Clips are mounted to the floor of the trough. The clips have top portions with a 



Dear Sir: 



flexible hinge that allows the clips to be opened so that groups of fiber optic cables can be 
inserted downwardly into the clips for the purposes of cable management. The clips have 
through-holes that face toward the left and right ends. The system also includes a plurality of 
adapter packs mounted near the right end of the trough. The adapter packs have the same type of 
configuration as the adapter packs disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 5,497,444. The adapter packs are 
not configured to receive a connector with the dust cap on. Instead, a dust cap covering a ferrule 
of a connector is required to be removed firom the ferrule before the connector can be inserted 
into an adapter of the adapter pack. The adapter packs are adapted to hold the connectors of the 
cables while the cables are stored within the trough. In use, the connectors would be inserted 
into the adapters of the adapter pack by moving the connectors in a left-to-right direction. 

Exhibit B includes drawings relating to a fiber storage trough concept that was disclosed 
to a distributor and a potential customer in April 2002. Pricing information was quoted to the 
distributor and the customer, and it appears that the distributor purchased a few of the devices. 
For the purpose of examining the present application, the Examiner is requested to consider the 
fiber storage trough system disclosed at Exhibit B as prior art. 

The fiber optic cable storage system of Exhibit B has a trough adapted to be mounted to a 
telecommunications rack. The trough has open left and right ends for receiving cables, and has a 
front cover that can be opened to access the interior of the trough. A plurality of cable 
management clips are mounted to the floor of the trough. The clips have top ends that can be 
flexed open to allow cables to be inserted downwardly into the clips. In use, the clips manage 
the cables, and the connectorized ends of the cables lie loosely within the trough. The photos 
included with Exhibit B show the trough being used to store optical fibers within a rack. 

Exhibit C shows a prior art clip for holding a fiber optic adapter within a panel opening. 
The clip has a latch and tab arrangement for holding the clip within the panel opening. 

Consideration of the items listed is respectfiilly requested. Pursuant to the provisions of 
M.P.E.P. 609, it is requested that the Examiner return a copy of the attached Form 1449, marked 
as being considered and initialed by the Examiner, to the undersigned with the next official 
communication. 
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Please charge any additional fees or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 13- 
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Dated: December 13, 2006 
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OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 




A 


Drawings showing an ADC fiber storage trough concept including presentation entitled "Fujitsu Fiber 
Management Project Fiber Trough Concept", 1 1 pages (June 2002) 




B 


Drawings showing another ADC fiber storage trough concept including presentation entitled " Fujitsu Fiber 
Management Project Fiber Trough Concept" by Kathy Barnes (7 pages), photos of trough disclosed in 
presentation by Kathy Barnes installed in a rack (3 pages) and presentation entitled " Fujitsu Fiber Management 
Project Fiber Trough Concept" by Dan Mertesdorf (9 pages), 19 total pages (April 2002) 




C 


"Retainer Staright [sic] Removable SC," which shows a latch design, 2 pages (January 17, 2006) 
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